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New Advocacy Co -Chairs Look to 

Unionization  

 Hannah Liebriech and Maja 

Schjervheim  have recently been appointed as 

the GSO Advocacy Co -Chairs.  Hannah is a sec-

ond year PhD student in Sociology, and Maja a 

MURP student in Urban & Regional Planning. 

Together, they are striving to improve working 

conditions for graduate assistants, as well as to 

involve graduate students in that process.  

 According to Hannah, òGSO and the leg-

islators want to know how and why unionization 

is important for students in a broad range of de-

partments. Certain departments have been 

more vocal in their efforts and that's great! But, 

we also want folks to know that improving work-

ing and academic conditions for graduate stu-

dents, through unionization of GAs, will work to 

solve issues across campus. If you're not sure 

how unionization will help GAs in your depart-

ment, GSO will be hosting informational events 

this semester. You can also contact folks on the 

EC for more information.   

 The best way for students to get involved 

is to submit testimony to the legislature. We are 

currently developing a template that will be 

available on the GSO website. We're also work-

ing on a schedule that outlines when to submit 

testimony based on the legislative session. By 

making this information accessible, we hope 

that busy graduate students can find the time to 

support unionization efforts!ó 
Photos: New Advocacy Cho -chairs, Hannah Liebriech (left), 

and Maja Schjervheim (right)  

Source:  http://gso.hawaii.edu/gso2/about.html  

http://gso.hawaii.edu/gso2/about.html
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Unionization Efforts 

bh¢9Υ hŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ hǊŜƎƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜΣ ¦ ƻŦ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¦ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴƛƻƴǎΤ 

ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘΦ 

Comments, questions, concerns, or ideas for the Newsletter?  

Please contact the Newsletter Chair at jmfast@hawaii.edu  

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǇŜŜǊ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ōŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ¦I ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳπ

ǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ D! ōŀǎŜ Ǉŀȅ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴΩǎ 

ŀǊŜŀΣ ƎǊŀŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ¦I ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ пт҈ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ Iƻƴƻƭǳƭǳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀŘǳƭǘΦ ¦I Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ϷолΣпупΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ D! ōŀǎŜ Ǉŀȅ ŀǘ ¦I ƻŦ ϷмпΣоуоΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

ƻŦ -ϷмсΣмлмΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǝŀƭ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ όƻƴƭȅ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ {ǘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜύΦ 

            /ǊŜŘƛǘΥ wȅŀƴ ¢ƻƭƳŀƴ 
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Photos: Unionization Efforts 
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https://www.facebook.com/standwithApple/?fref=ts
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Unionization 
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WŜǎǎƛŎŀ Cŀǎǘ {ŜŎƻƴŘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ 

{ǘŜǊƭƛƴƎ IƛƎŀ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ 

/ŀǊƭƛ LƴƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 

{ƻǇƘƛŀ YƛƳ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 

CǊŀƴŎŜǎŎŀ YƻŜǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

CƭƻǊȅōŜǘƘ [ŀ ±ŀƭƭŜ aŀǊƛƴŜ .ƛƻƭƻƎȅ 
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DǊŜƎƻǊȅ {ǘƻŎƪ !ǎƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ 

LǊƳŀƪ ¸ŀȊƛŎƛ tƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 

WƛƴƎ ½Ƙƻǳ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀƴ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ 

December G&A Awardees 
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CŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ 

Dϧ! 

!ǿŀǊŘŜŜǎ 

Meghan Donnelly  

 

 

 

 

 

 I am a Masters student in the Anthropology 

department studying Catholic experience in Indone-

sia ð the worldõs largest Muslim nation. Thanks to 

GSO support, I was able to conduct preliminary eth-

nographic fieldwork in Flores Timur ð a predominantly 

Catholic collection of islands in eastern Indonesia. I 

lived with an indigenous order of Catholic nuns on the 

outskirts of the pilgrimage city of Larantuka. The nuns 

walked me through Catholic experience in Flores Ti-

mur, incorporating me into their daily lives, introduc-

ing me to local people, pointing out patterns of inter-

religious interaction, escorting me to important sites 

of worship, and engaging in lively debates about the 

intersection of religion and government in  

 

Flores Timur. With their help, I noticed the myriad 

ways in which Catholics interweave their religious 

and national experiences to form a holistic sense of 

themselves. In their loyalties to ð and problems with 

ð the global Church and the Indonesian nation, peo-

ple in Flores Timur provide a fascinating case study 

of the political implications of personal faith.  

 In the course of a month filled with 4am pray-

er, daily Mass, trips to the market, dining table con-

versations, scavenging for cashews, caring for disa-

bled children, birthing piglets, serving guests, and 

getting to know people, I not only gathered abun-

dant material for my MA papers, but I also estab-

lished a field site and forged relationships that will 

facilitate future research. Most inspiring, perhaps, 

was the enthusiasm with which people in Flores Ti-

mur greeted my project. Since none of this would 

have been possible without GSO support, I would 

like to express sincere gratitude on behalf of myself 

and my closest collaborators. Thanks to all.  
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